Broads Authority

Planning Committee

17 July 2009
Agenda Item No11(ii)
Enforcement of Planning Control
Enforcement item for consideration: Use of Old Site Office as a 
Residential Dwelling
Report by Planning Officer (Compliance and Implementation)
	Summary:
An Enforcement Notice has been served on the landowner and interested parties for the use of the former Hearts Cruisers site office on Thorpe Island as a residential dwelling.

Recommendation:  That the report be noted.


Location
Thorpe Island


Breach of Planning Control
Use of old office building as a dwelling house without necessary planning permission
1
Introduction

1.1
In January 2006 a planning application was made for the change of use of the former Hearts Cruisers site office building to a residential dwelling. The application was later withdrawn on recommendation of the Planning Officer. This was on the grounds that it was unlikely to be successful.
1.2
In April 2009 information was passed to the Authority suggesting that the building was being occupied on a residential basis. A number of site visits were made which indicated that residential use was indeed taking place in the building.
1.3
On 15 May 2009 a Planning Contravention Notice was served on the person the Authority understood to be the owner formally requesting information on the ownership and use of the buildings. The response received confirmed that the building was indeed being used for residential purposes.
1.4
At the beginning of June a letter was sent to the owner informing him of the Authority’s intention to serve him with an Enforcement Notice seeking the cessation of residential use of the building.
1.5
Authority was given from the Chairman of the Planning Committee to serve the Enforcement Notice, which was served on 19 June 2009.  The Enforcement Notice requires the cessation of the residential use of the building within three months of the date of the Enforcement Notice taking effect.
2
Policies

2.1
Policy TSA 2
Thorpe Island states:
(a) Development within the existing boatyard at the eastern end of Thorpe Island, which is needed to meet the essential operational requirements of the boatyard, will be permitted.
a. Other than that specified in (a), development will not be permitted on Thorpe Island.

3
Description of Site and Development

3.1
Thorpe Island lies between the River Yare and the New Cut in a prominent location within the Yare Valley, and on the southern boundary of Thorpe St Andrew Conservation Area. The Norwich to Yarmouth railway line runs along the southern edge of the island and the former Hearts Cruisers boatyard is located at its eastern end. There is a large derelict mooring basin towards the western end of the island. Further development on Thorpe Island is considered inappropriate. Access to the island is a severe constraint. For the most part, the island forms an attractive, partly wooded, backdrop to the built-up area north of the river. The policy permits modest development to meet the needs of the existing boatyard. Further development on Thorpe Island would also extend development into the river valley.
3.2
There is no planning permission for any development and no planning permission has been sought for the residential use of the building on this site.
4
Other Information

4.1
There is no planning consent for the use of the building for residential purposes. This is not an area where the Authority would wish to permit such a use.  In these circumstances, the use of enforcement action is appropriate in order to secure a cessation of the use.
5
Financial Implications

5.1
There may be legal costs associated with this course of action.

Background papers:
Broads Authority DC Enforcement File BA/2009/0041/BOCP1
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Appendices:

Site Location Map
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